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in favour of Douglas's idea. He finally came to see Douglas's
point of view, however, and agreed to co-operate in what-
ever he thought to be best, remarking that it was a British
battle and that great things were expected of Douglas.

The Russians had begun their offensive the previous day
north of the Pinsk Marshes and intended to continue on
the south of these marshes against Kovel. Douglas thought
that an attack of this kind by one of our Allies would press
the enemy still further both as regards men and ammunition
and would improve the general situation in the West*

On the 4th of July, although the early morning was fine,
the weather broke and later in the day there was a heavy
thunder-storm which lasted nearly all the afternoon. Severe
fighting continued round the village of La Boiselle and the
woods of Barnafoy and Trones. Douglas kept in very
close personal touch with General Rawlinson and his corps
and divisional commanders, discussing with them what
had occurred and helping each with his particular diffi-
culties. He impressed on them the necessity of taking Trones
Wood to cover the flanks at Contalmaison, He urged the
need of hastening the capture of the wood before the
enemy could strengthen its defences. By the 5th of July
the 15th Corps had taken Quadrangle Trench but had failed
to capture Mametz Wood owing to intense machine-gun
fire. Peak Wood, however, at the cross-road south of
Contalmaison, had been captured. The enemy launched
many counter-attacks against the British trenches opposite
Thiepval but they were successfully repulsed. At a meeting
with Generals Rawlinson and Gough commanding the
Fourth and Fifth Armies, Douglas decided that the Fourth
Army should try and extend its front to Trones Wood and
to attack Mametz; Wood and Contalmaison preparatory to
an advance on the Longueval-Pozferes Ridges.

On the 6th of July the yd Corps captured the "Horse
Shoe" trendy a thousand yards of ground south of Contal-
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